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(wisecracks, 70:) 
19-20 a rum creature, in a crisis always,/the anxious species to which I belong, 67-78. 

(belong. 67:) 
23-25 dislodged from elsewhere,/by blood barbarian, in bias of view/a Son of the North, 

outside the limes. 67-78. ( /A son 67:) 
31 But the Gospel reached the unroman lands. 67-78. (lands: 67:) 
32-33 I can translate what onion-towers/of five parish churches preach in Baroque : 

(parish-churches 67: Baroque; 67:) 67-78. 
34-35 to make One, there must be Two,/Love is substantial, all Luck is good, 67-78. 

(To make One 67: good. 67:) 
36-40 (One stanza, five italicized lines, added.) 69-78. 
36-37 Flesh must fall through fated time/from birth to death, both unwilled, 69-78. 

(/From birth 70:) 
42-43 a Mind of Honour must acknowledge/the happy eachness of all things, 67-78. 

(*Honor 67; 70-78.) 
47-49 on the Main Line/a far-sighted express will snake by,/through a gap granted by 

grace of nature: 67-78. (nature. 67:) 
50-51 still today, as in the Stone Age,//our sandy vale is a valued passage. 67-78. 

(to-day, 78. passage : 67:) 
52-53 Alluvial flats, flooded often,/lands of outwash, lie to the North, 67-78. 

(to the North; 67:) 
54-55 to the South litters of limestone alps/embarrass the progress of path-seekers. 

(To the South, 67:) 67-78. 
56 Their thoughts upon ski-slope or theatre-opening, 67-78. ("theater-opening 67:) 
57-58 few who pass us pay attention/to our squandered hamlets where at harvest time 

(where, at harvest-time, 67:) 67-78. 
61-62 Quiet now but acquainted too/with unwelcome visitors, 67-78. (now, 67:) 
66 Though the absence of hedge-rows is odd to me 67-78. (hedgerows 70:) 
67-68 (No Whig landlord, the landscape vaunts,/Ever empired on Austrian ground), 

67: 
(no Whig landlord, the landscape vaunts,/ever empired on Austrian ground), 

69-78. 
69-71 this unenglish tract after ten years/into my love has looked itself.//added its 

names to my numinous map 67-78. (itself, / / 70-78.) 
73-75 the Blue John Mine,/the Festiniog railway, the Rhayader dams,/Cross Fell, Keld 

and Cauldron Snout, 67-78. (the Blue-John Mine, 67: Snout. 67:) 
79-80 Isafjordur, EpomeoJPoprad, Basel, Bar-le-Duc, 67-78. (Bar-le-Duc. 67:) 
84-85 No, a New Yorker,/who opens his Times at the obit page, 67-78. (page. 67:) 
91 Already a helpless orbited dog 67-78. 
92* Has blinked at our wasteful worried shape, 67: 
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has blinked at our sorry conceited 0, 69-78. 
94* And our time gave birth to torturers 67: 

and my day turned out torturers 69-78. 
95 who read Rilke in their rest periods. 67-78. (rest-periods. 67:) 
96-100 (One stanza added.) 69-78. 
109-110 Giver-of-Life, translate for me/till I accomplish my corpse at last. 67-78. 

(Giver of Life, 67: for me, 67:) 

MARGINALIA 
(In CWW and CP 76/78, this sequence consists of five Parts including, respectively, 
nineteen, eleven, thirty-two, ten, and twenty-seven untitled short poems ranging from two 
to ten lines. Of the whole ninety-nine poems, thirty-three were published in the period-
icals given below. The Arabic numerals indicate the numerical order of each poem in the 
CWW and CP texts, in which the numbers are not given. The Roman numerals are the 
numbers of the Parts.) 

CQuest, Winter 1965-66, "Precious Me" (V-3, 22) ; New York Review of Books, 3 Febru-
ary 1966, "Marginalia" (1-2, 3 ; II-l, 2, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10 ; III-5, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13,16,17, 18,19, 23, 
28, 29, 30, 31, 32 ; IV-10 ; V-3, 12, 22) ; New York Review of Books, 12 May 1966, "Filler" 
(V-12); Harvard Advocate, Fall 1966, "Dear Diary"*; Marginalia (in pamphlet)*, April 
1966; CWW 1969/1970, "Marginalia" ; CP 76/78) 

(In the list below, the numerals in parentheses given at the head of each line indicate the 
numerical order of each poem in the CWW and CP texts, and divided by a slant, of the 
same poem in the "Marginalia" (NYRB) text. In all the periodical printings each line 
begins with a capital letter, while in the CWW and CP texts, with the exception of V-12, 
capital letters are used only where sentences begin, and also in proper nouns and personified 
abstract nouns. Only in the CP text single quotation marks are used. Where the names 
of authors are given in parentheses under the last line, they are set in small capitals in the 
CP 76/78 text.) 

I 
(1) Fate succumbs 

2-3 one alone/jeopardises itself. 69-78. ('jeopardizes 70:) 
(3/2) Unable to see 

2 a neighbour to frown at, 66-78. ("neighbor 66; 70-78.) 
4 (after K. Lorenz) 66: / (after Konrad Lorenz) 69-78. 

(6) Afraid after long 
4-5 the two old friends re-affirmed/their pact with peals of laughter. 69-78. 

(reaffirmed 70:) 
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(7) Brashly triumphant, 
2-4 over-dogmatic, a sneeze/asserts without proof/some ritual connection 69-78. 

(overdogmatic, 70:) 
(10) Fear and Vanity 

6 (after Erik Eriksson) 69-78. (*Erikson 70-78.) 
(11) Everyone thinks: 

2-3 "I am the most important/Person at present. " 69-78. 
4-5 The sane remember to add :/"important, I mean, to me." 69-78. 

("Important, 70-76:) 
(15) The introvert is deaf 

2-3 to his neighbour's cry/at the extrovert's pinch. 69-78. 
("neighbor's 70:) 

(17) Wicked deeds have their glamour 
1 69-78. (glamour, 70-78.) 

(19/28) The decent, probably, 
3-6 but few can inherit// the genes, or procure/both the money and time,/to join 

the civilised. 69-78. (civilized. 70:) 
I I 

(2/13) The last king 
2-3* Of a fallen dynasty/Is never well spoken of. 66: 

of a fallen dynasty/is seldom well spoken of. 69-78. 
(3) Few even wish they could read 

2-3* the lost annals/of a cudgelled people. 69-78. (*cudgeled 70-78.) 
(6) No tyrant ever fears 

2 His geologists or his engineers. 69-78. (/his 70-78.) 
(7/5) Tyrants may get slain, 

1 * 69-78. / *Tyrants may get killed, 66: 
(8/6) Patriots ? Little boys, 

1 66-78. (boys 66:) 
2-3 Obsessed by bigness,/Big pricks, big money, big bangs. 66: 

obsessed by Bigness,/Big Pricks, Big Money, Big Bangs. 69-78. 
(10/21) In semi-literate countries 

1 66-78. (semiliterate 70:) 
2-3 demagogues pay/court to teenagers. 66-78. (teen-agers. 66 ; 70-78.) 

I I I 

(2) Their Gods:—like themselves 
1 69-78. ( g o d s : - 70-78.) 
4-5 but (as, thank God, they were not)/for ever young and intact. 69-78. 

(*forever 70-78.) 
(4) Wars, revolts, plague, inflation: 
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1* 69: / , *Wars, revolts, plagues, inflation : 70-78. 
(6) Voracious eater, 

3-4 when playing checkers/he forgot about meal-times, 69-78. 
(meal times, 70:) 

(7) While the Empire went to pot, 
2-4 he amused himself/extemporising moral,/highly moral, iambics, 69-78. 

("extemporizing 70-78.) 
(8) A neglected wife, 

7-10 a metal icon of Christ/which answered questions/and foretold future events/by 
a change in its colours. 69-78. (10 "colors. 70-78.) 

(10/10) After the massacre 
1 66-78. (massacre, 66:) 

(11/8) Reluctant at first 
3-6 after//consulting his confessor,/in good spirits/he signed a death warrant, 

(a death-warrant. 66:) 66-78. 
(12/9) Be godly, he told his flock, 

1 66-78. / "Be godly," he told his flock, 66: 
2-3 "Bloody and extreme/Like the Holy Ghost." 66: 

bloody and extreme/like the Holy Ghost. 69-78. 
(15) The Huegenot church-bells 

1 69-78. ("Huguenot 70-78. church bells 70:) 
2-3 were flogged, then baptised/as Roman Catholics. 69-78. 

("baptized 70-76:) 
(21) War-time. English schoolboys 

1 69-78. (Wartime 70:) 
(22) Rumours ran through the city 

1 69-78. ("Rumors 70-78.) 
(26) Ready any day 

2-3 to pistol each other/on a point of honour, 69-78. ("honor, 70-78.) 
(28/24) Abandoning his wives, 

1 66-78. ("Aband ning 66:) 
(29/22) To maintain a stud 

2-3 of polo-ponies he now/was too stout to ride, 66-78. 
(polo ponies 66:) 

4-5 he slapped taxes on windows,/hearth-stones and door-steps and wives, 
(hearthstones 70: doorsteps 70:) 66-78. 

(32/25) Providentially 
2-3 right for once in his life-time/(his reasons were wrong), 66-78. 

(lifetime/ 66; 70:) 
4-5 the old sod was permitted/to save civilisation. 66-78. 
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('civilization. 66; 70:) 
I V 

(I) Animal femurs, 
1 69-78. (femurs 70-78.) 

(9) On his return from foreign parts 
6-9 his knavish gamekeeper,//his ignorant housemaids,/had enacted against/ 

innocent barn-owls. 69-78. (barn owls. 70:) 
(10/26) Who died in Nineteen-Sixty-Five 

2-3* more worthy of honours/Than Lark, a cow 66-78. 
(*honors 66; 70-78. *Lark, the cow 66:) 

4-6 who gave to mankind/one-hundred-and-fifteen-thousand/litres of milk ? 
(/One hundred and fifteen thousand 66:) 66-78. 

V 

(3/Q-3) His thoughts pottered (Q = the reading of the Quest text) 
1 69-78. / * His thoughts potter Q: 

(7) On the bushes 
2-3 St Martin's gossamer,/in the bathroom a stray toad. 69-78. (St. 70-78.) 

(9) Imaged in the bar-mirror 
2-3 during their lunch-hour,/a row of city faces, 69-78. (lunch hour, 70:) 

(10) How cheerful they looked, 
2-3 the unoccupied bar-stools/in mid-afternoon, 69-78. (bar stools 70:) 
4-5* free for some hours from the weight/of drab defeated bottoms. 69-78. 

(*freed 70-78.) 
(II) How could he help him ? 

2-4 Miserable youth! in flight/from a non-father,/an incoherent mother, 69-78. 
(miserable 70:) 

(12/N) The Marquis de Sade and Genet (66N = New York Review of Books, "Filler") 
2* Are most highly thought of to-day : 66N: 

Are highly thought of today, 69-78. (to-day, 76, 78.) 
3-4* But torture and treachery/Are not my sort of lechery, 66N: 

But torture and treachery/Are not his kinds of lechery, 69-78. 
5* So I've given my copies away. 66N: 

So he's given his copies away. 69-78. 
(13) Americans—like omelettes : 

1 69-78. ('omelets : 70:) 
(21) The shame in ageing/is not that Desire should fail 

1-2 69-78. (*aging 70:) 
(25) Years before doctors/had invented the jargon, 

3-5 he knew from watchng/his maiden-aunts that illness/could be psycho-somatic, 
(maiden aunts 70: psychosomatic. 70-78.) 69-78. 
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A Study of W.H. Auden's Textual Revision of the Poems 

Included in Poems (1933) and Look, Stranger!(1936) 

Y . S. YAMADA 

INTRODUCTORY NOTES 

The following list attempts to show the process of W.H. Auden's revision of the 
thirty poems originally included in the Poems (1933) and of the thirty-two poems 
contained in Look, Stranger! (1936). My aim in the present work is to make clear, 
by comparing the preceding and succeeding versions with each of the poems, and 
by giving every variants between the versions, how the poet continued to revise each 
individual poem over the period of nearly forty years. This work has been made as part 
of the groundwork for my intended critical study of Auden's revising process. We have 
J.W. Beach's The Making of the Auden Canon (University of Minnesota Press, 1957), 
which attempts to suggest "the probable reasons for the revisions, excisions, and 
eliminations noted, in terms of the poet's artistic ideals and taste, and of changes in 
his thinking" (p. 3). But his examination only covers the versions up to the 1945 
Collected Poetry and the 1950 Collected Shorter Poems, and besides, revealing as his remarks 
sometimes are, I disagree with him in many places. The poets' revising process 
is, in many cases, the subtlest as well as the most interesting subject to deal with. 
Probably it can be one of the effective approaches to the poets' innermost worlds. 
Auden's opinion of the poet's revision can clearly be known by his "Foreword" to the 
first edition of Mr B.C. Bloomfield's W.H. Auden: A Bibliography: The Early Years 
Through 1955 (the University Press of Virginia, 1964). He states: 

A critic is entitled, of course, to prefer an earlier version to a later, but some seem 
to think that an author has no right to revise his work. Such an attitude seems 
to me mad. Most poets, I think, will agree Valery's dictum: "A poem is never 
finished, only abandoned". To which I would add: "Yes, but it must not be 
abandoned too soon". 

Furthermore he says: "I have made scores of further revisions in the hope of one day 
being able to reprint" (viii). 

A few remarks might be made as the result of the examination of variants. Most 
marked are the changes in punctuation between the versions. Few poems have escap-
ed the author's alteration. It is an interesting fact that sometimes the punctuations 
in a later version agree with, and in effect recovers, those in the earliest version. This, 
it would seem, shows that Auden was a highly auditory type of poet. It might 
be supposed that he had tested the tonal effect of each line, passage, stanza on each 
occasion for revising. One of the points made clear through the work of comparison 
is that the increase of punctuations, especially of commas, in a number of poems is 
noted in the 1950 Collected Shorter Poems, and is most marked in the 1966 collection. 



2 Y . S . Y A M A D A (18 ) 

Another interesting fact is that the first publications in the periodicals sometimes 
contain one or more misprints. This is caused, probably, by the handwriting of the 
poet. John Lehmann describes it as "minute, squashed", and "more like the record-
ings of a highly sensitive seismograph while a road-drill was breaking up the street 
outside than an attempt at human communication" (The Whispering Gallery, Har-
court, Brace and Co., 1954, p. 254;. The "poet-port" episode told somewhere by 
Auden himself is an illustration of the fact that his handwriting is fairly difficult for 
any type-setter to read, and is most interesting in that the misprinted word was found 
by the poet to be better than the original one. 

It may be observed that most of the poems has had at least one occasion of com-
paratively great revision. The date of revision differs with each poem. Some were 
revised when included in the 1930 or 1933 edition of the Poems or in Look, Stranger!; 
others when included in the 1950 or 1966 collection. 

As for the selections, according to Mr Bloomfield, the 1938 selection was made 
by the author, while the 1940 volume was not (W.H. Auden: A Bibliography 1924-
1969, the University Press of Virginia, 1972, pp. 34, 46). In both selections practically 
no alteration occurs. But the 1958 selection is worth special attention. A number of 
revisions, of word as well as of punctuation, are made there. But most of them do not 
survive in the 1966 collection, and thus in many cases the 1950 versions agree with 
the 1966 versions. No definite inference can be drawn yet, but it might be 
assumed either that, although the poet had made many changes in the 1958 selection, 
he discarded most of them in the 1966 collection, probably on reconsideration, except for 
several alterations of words. Or that the 1966 collection was set up from a copy of 
the 1950 collection with corrections made, and at the time the changes made in the 
intermediate 1958 selection were not taken into account. 

The versions used for comparison in the present list are those of Poems (1928), 
the first publications in the periodicals, Poems (1930), Selected Poems (1938), Some 
Poems (1940), Collected Poetry (1945), Collected Shorter Poems (1950), W.H. Auden: A 
Selection by the Author (1958), Collected Shorter Poems (1966) and Selected Poems (1968). 
My choice, in Part I, of the thirty poems of the 1933 Poems, not those of the 1930 
edition, as the basis of the textual comparison is due to the fact that the revised edition 
seems to have been regarded by the author as the definite edition. It was reprinted 
seven times, according to Mr Bloomfield, until it was out of print in 1963 (Bibliography, 
1972, pp. 6-7). 

The first lines are shown below after the roman numericals, originally used both 
in Poems and Look, Stranger I to designate the number of the poems. It is to be 
understood that the title of each poem after that of the 1945 collection, when not 
given, is the same as that of the preceding version or versions. The abbreviations 
used in the square brackets are as follows: 

P=Poems 
lS=Look, Stranger! 
CP=Collected Poetry 
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SP ̂ Selected Poems or Some Poems or W.H. Auden: A Selection by the Author 
CSP—Collected Shorter Poems 

Periodicals which could not be seen are asterisked. 
In the body of the present work of comparison the following abbreviations are 

used; each version is represented by the date of its publication after the practice of 
Professor L.C. Martin in his critical edition of Crashaw's Poetical Works (Oxford Univer-
sity Press, 1927; 2nd ed. 1957): 

28—Poems (private edition by Stephen Spender, 1928: two kinds of facsimile 
edition has been used: the Cincinnati University Press edition, 1964, and the 
Janus Press edition by B.C. Bloomfield, 1973) 

30—Poems (Faber and Faber, 1930) 
33=Poems (Faber and Faber, 1933) 
36=Look, Stranger I (Faber and Faber, 1936) 
38—Selected Poems (Faber and Faber, 1938) 
40=Some Poems (Faber and Faber, 1940) 
45=Collected Poetry (Random House, 1945) 
50=CoUected Shorter Poems: 1930-1944 (Faber and Faber, 1950) 
58— W.H. Auden: A Selection by the Author (Penguin Books, 1958) 
66=Collected Shorter Poems: 1927-1957 (Faber and Faber, 1966) 
68=Selected Poems (Faber and Faber, 1968) 

The following abbreviations are used only where the first appearance of the poems in 
these journals occurs either in 1930, 1933 or 1936. Any alteration except that in 
punctuation is asterisked. 

C—Criterion 
L=The Listener 
NS=New Signature or the New Statesman 
NV=New Verse 
TC=The Twentieth Century 

The double quotation marks used in the 1945 collection are treated throughout as 
identical with the single ones used in all the other volumes by Auden. 

My gratitude is due to the Senate House Library and the Birkbeck College Library, 
both of the University of London; the former offered me the opportunity to examine the 
1930 Poems, and the latter let me have on loan for close examination and comparison the 
Cincinnati University facsimile edition of the 1928 Poems. I am grateful to the British 
Museum and its Colindale department for providing me with the photostatic copies 
of the poems first published in a number of periodicals. I wish to thank Dr Noth-
mann and Mr John Bell of the Covent Garden Bookshop, who found for me many 
valuable periodicals containing the first published versions of Auden's poems. I also 
wish to thank Mr Shozo Tokunaga who has kindly lent me a copy of the 1945 Col-
lected Poetry which I could not meet with either in Japan or in London. 

Y.S.Y. 
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P A R T I 

Poems 

I : Will you turn a deaf ear 
[P 1930; P 1933; CP, "The Questioner Who Sits So Sly"; CSP 1950; CSP 1966] 

5 heaven-reachers 30-50: heaven-reachers, 66. 

6 touchers 30-50: touchers, 66. 

7 amusers 30-50: amusers, 66. 

9 badge 30-50: badge, 66. 

10 hedge 30-50: hedge, 66. 

14 pain 30-50: pain, 66. 

16 filter. 30, 33: filter? 45, 66. 
21 *for friend 30-50: as friend 66. 

22 mind 30-50: mind, 66. 

26 blue 30-50: blue, 66. 

33 *cusions 30, 33: cushions 45-66. 

34 martyrdom. 30-50: martyrdom, 66. 

37 signs 30-50; signs, <56 
38 zones 30-50: zones, 66. 

46 shame 30-50: shame, 66. 

II: Doom is dark and deeper than any sea-dingle. 
[New Signatures, 1932, "Chorus From a Play"; P 1933; SP 1938; SP 1940; CP, "Some-
thing Is Bound to Happen"; CSP 1950, "The Wanderer"; SP 1958, "Chorus"; CSP 1966, 
"The Wanderer"; SP 1968] 

1 sea-dingle: 32: sea-dingle. 33-68. 

5 house; 32: house, 33-68. 

6 *hands 32: hand 33-68. women, 32: women; 33-68. 

8 *By place-keepers, by forest trees, 32: 
Through place-keepers, through forest trees, 33-68. 

10 water; 32: water, 33-68. 

15 home: 32: home, 33-68. 

21 capture 32: capture, 33-68. 

22 * tiger's spring 32-58: tiger's leap 66, 68 at corner: 32: at corner; 33-68. 

26 like a stain: 32: like a stain; 33-68. 

27 to certain 32: to certain, 33-68. 
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III: Since you axe going to begin to-day 
[P 1930; P 1933; SP 1938; CP, "Venus Will Now Say a Few Words"; CSP 1950; CSP 
1966] 

8 stone 30-50: stone, 66. 

IV: Watch any day his nonchalant pauses, see 
[P 1930; P 1933; SP 1938; SP 1940; CP, "We All Make Mistakes"; CSP 1950, "A Free 
One"; CSP 1966] 

4 one' 30-40: one,' 45-66. 
9 *Of the accosting 30-50: Of an accosting 66. *the erect 30-50: an erect 66. 

10 blood 30-50: blood, 66. 
11 wood 30-50: wood, 66. 
14 *to the intrinsic 30-50: to an intrinsic 66. 

V: From the very first coming down 
[P 1928, XI ; P 1930; P 1933; CP, "The Love Letter"; CSP 1950; SP 1958, "The Letter" ; 
CSP 1966] 

3 *a lost way 28: a lost way, 30-50: a lost-way 58: a lost way, 66. 
4 * remain. Today 28: remain: to-day 30, 33: remained: to-day 45, 50: remain: 

to-day 58, 66. 
9 *rebegun 28: re-begun, 30-66. 

12 *the tiles, Spring's 28: the tile, spring's 30-66. 
15 Autumn; but now, 28: Autumn. But now 30-50: Autumn. But now, 58-66. 
17 and through 28-50: and through, 58: and through 66. 
18 as you 28: as you, 30-66. 
20 close, 28: close 30-66. numb 28: numb, 30-50: numb 5#: numb, 66. 
22 deceived; 28: deceived. 30-66. 
23 move 28-50: move, 58: move 66. 
26 *God, 28: god 30-66. 

VI: Between attention and attention 
[P 1933; CP, "Make Up Your Mind"; CSP 1950, "Easy Knowledge"; CSP 1966] 

1 and attention 33-50: and attention, 66. 
2 decision 33-50: decision, 66. 

15 flesh 33-50: flesh, 66. 
18 in slush, 33-50: in slush 66. 
31 grace, 33, 45: grace 50, 66. 

36 *The easy knowledge 33-50: (the penultimate line, deleted) 66. 

VII: Upon this line between adventure 
[P 1930; P 1933; CP, "Do Be Careful"; CSP 1950, "Between Adventure"; CSP 1966] 

4 name 30-50: name, 66. 
5 arm 30-50: arm, 66. 
8 drunkenness 30-50: drunkenness, 66. 
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10 over 30-50: over, 66. 
VIII: Again in conversations 
[P 1930; P 1933; CP, "Two's Company"; CSP 1950, "Never Stronger"; CSP 1966] 

7 *Than peace-time occupations. 30: 
Than boys' imaginations. 33-66. 

9 and twos 30-45: and twos, 50, 66. 
10 You 30-45: You, 50, 66. 
14 and younger 30-45: and younger, 50, 66. 
15 *goodbye 30, 33: good-bye 45-66. 
16 there 30-50: there, 66. 

IX : Its no use raising a shout. 
[P 1933] 

X : Love by ambition 
[P 1930; P 1933; CP, "Too Dear, Too Vague"; CSP 1950; CSP 1966] 

5 to no 30-50: to no, 66. 
6 not love, 30, 33: not love; 45-66. no is no 30-50: no is no, 66. 
7 door 30-50: door, 66. 
8 jaw 30-50: jaw, 66. 
9 *A conscious sorrow, 30, 33: A conscious sorrow; 45, 50: A wilful sorrow; 66. 

11 success 30, 33: success, 45-66. 
13 happiness, 30-50: happiness; 66. 
14 all 30-50: all, 66. 
15 creak 30-50: creak, 66. 
20 pain 30, 33: pain, 45-66. 
22 disagree 30, 33: disagree, 45-66. 
24 confession 30, 33: confession, 45-66. 
27 there 30-50: there, 66. 
28 chair. 30-50: chair, 66. 
30 *who stands next 30-50: what stands next, 66. 
31 *vext 30, 33: vexed 45, 50: vexed, 66. 
32 giddy 30, 33: giddy, 45-66. 
34 grace 30-50: grace, 66. 
36 another 30, 33: another, 45-66. 

X I : Who stands, the crux left of the watershed, 
[P 1928, VI; P 1930; P 1933; CP, "The Watershed"; CSP 1950; CSP 1966; SP 1968] 

2 grass, 28: grass 30-68. 
4 *to the wood 28-33: to the wood, 45, 50: to a wood, 66, 68. 
9 performed. 28: performed, 30-50: performed. 66, 68. 

10 And further 28-50: And, further, 66, 68. 
11 chosen, 28: chosen 30-68. 
12 winters. Two there were, 28: winters; two there were 30-68. 
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14 *the gale 28-50: a gale 66, 68. 

16 ""village: in his wooden shape 28: village, but in wooden shape 30-68. 

17 his w a y , 28: h is w a y 30-68. 

18 *in a final valley 28: in his final valley 30-68. 

19 Go home now, 28: Go home, now, 30-68. stock 28: stock, 30-68. 

20 vexed. 28: vexed: 30-68. 

26 Arriving, driven 28: Arriving driven 30-68. 

28 being spring. 28: being spring; 30-68. 

XIJ: We made all possible preparations, 
[P 1930; P 1933; CP, "Let History Be My Judge"; CSP 1950; CSP 1966] 

11 at rising 30-50: at rising, 66. 

20 cause 30: cause. 33-50: cause 66. 

XIII : What's in your mind, my dove, my coney; 
[Twentieth Century, November 1933*; P 1933; SP 1938; CP, "Songs, XXXVIII " ; CSP 
1950, "Songs and Other Musical Pieces, XXXVIII " ; CSP 1966, "Five Songs, I" ] 

7 the familiar. 33: the familiar; 38-66. 

XIV: Sentries against inner and outer, 
[P 1930; P 1933; CP, "Shut Your Eyes and Open Your Mouth"; CSP 1950] 
(No alteration.) 

XV: Control of the passes was, he saw, the key 
[P 1928, XV; P 1930; P 1933; CP, "The Secret, Agent"; CSP 1950; CSP 1966; SP 19®] 

1 *the Passes 28: the passes 30-68. 

4 ""seduced with 28-50: seduced by 66, 68. 

7 nearer; they 28: nearer. They 30-68. wires. 28-50: wires: 66, 68. 

10 the desert; woken 28: the desert. Woken 30-68. 

13 shoot of course 28: shoot, of course, 30-68. 

14 ""who 28-50: two that 66,68. 

XVI: It was Easter as I walked in the public gardens 
[P 1930; P 1933; SP 1940; CP, "1929"; CSP 1950; CSP 1966] 

1 
1 gardens 30-50: gardens, 66. 

12 chicken 30: chicken. 33-66. 

15 Who sorry in this time 30-50: Who, sorry in this time, 66. 

2 
35 night-thinking 30-50: night-thinking, 66. 

38 *He say 30-40: He says, 45-66. 

48 in Wales.' 30: in Wales. 33-66. 

49 *man look 30-40: men look 45-66. 

50 *At strict beauty 30-45: A strict beauty 50: At strict beauty 66. 

53 peace, 30-45: peace 50, 66. 
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59 a bird.' 30: a bird. 33: a bird.' 40: a bird." 45: a bird.' 50, 66. 
3 

11 vexed 30: vexed, 33-66. 
11/12 By opposite strivings for entropic peace, 

Retreat to lost home or advance to new, 30: (deleted) 33-
29 *And by intermarriage 30-50: And intermarriage 66. race 30-50: race, 66. 
30 *And a new 30-50: A new 66. 
36 ""Focussing stars 30-45: Focusing stars 50, 66. 

4 
7/8 This is the account of growing, of knowing; 

First difference from first innocence 
Is feeling cold and nothing there, 
Continual weeping and oversleeping, 
Is mocking, nudging, and defence of fear; 
Verbal fumbling and muscle mumbling, 
Imagination by mispronunciation. 
Sebaceous belly, swollen skull, 
Exchanging hats and calling dear 
Are rich and silly, poor and dull. 30: 

(The above ten lines, originally the second stanza of Part 4 in the 1930 edition; 
deleted) 33-

8 T h e falling leaves 30-45: The falling children 50, 66. 
10 football ground, 30-45: football ground 50, 66. 
17 *to enforce 30-50: enforce 66. 
18 bone, 30-50: bone. 66. 
19 *With organized fear, the articulated skelton. 30-50: (the last line of the second 

stanza, Part 4; deleted) 66. 
19/20 For this is how it ends, 

The account of growing, the history of knowing, 
As more comatose and always in, 
Living together in wretched weather 
In a doorless room in a leaking house, 
Wrong friends at the wrong time. 30: 

(The six lines, originally the fourth stanza of Part 4 in the 1930 edition; deleted) 33-
22 *We know it, we know 30-50: We know it, know 66. 

XVII: This lunar beauty 
[P 1930; P 1933; CP, "Purr"; CSP 1950, "Like a Dream"; SP 1958, "This Lunar 
Beauty"; CSP 1966] 

2 history 30, 33: history, 45-66. 
5 feature 30, 33: feature, 45, 50: feature 58: feature, 66. 
9 time 30, 33: time, 45-66. 

13 changes 30, 33: changes, 45, 50: changes 58: changes, 66. 
14 haunted 30, 33: haunted, 45: haunted 50: haunted, 58: haunted 66. 
18 Nor 30, 33: Nor, 45-66. 



( 15 ) A Study of Auden's Textual Revision 9 

22 here 30, 33: here, 45, 50: here 58: here, 66. 

XVIII: Before this loved one 
[P 1930; P 1933; CP, "This One"; CSP 1950; SP 1958; CSP 1966, "This Loved One"] 

2 and that one 30-58: and that one, 66. 
5 adversity 30-58: adversity, 66. 

11 worse 30-58: worse, 66. 
13 house 30-58: house, 66. 
17 *supple 30-58: lively 66. 
21 loss; 30-58: loss, 66. 
22 Touching is shaking hands 30-58: Touching a shaking hands 66. 
23 lands; 30-58: lands, 66. 
25 greeting 30-58: greeting, 66. 
26 Good luck' 30, 33: Good luck" 45: Good luck' 50, 58: Good luck'. 66. 
27 meeting 30-58: meeting, 66. 
28 look 30-58: look, 66. 

X I X : The silly fool, the silly fool 
[P 1930; P 1933; CP, "Happy Ending"; CSP 1950; CSP 1966] 

7 or rather 30-50: or rather, 66. 
12 succeed 30-50: succeed, 66. 
13 in love 30-50: in love, 66. 

X X : The strings' excitement, the applauding drum 
[P 1930; P 1933; CP, "Family Ghosts"; CSP 1950; CSP 1966] 

1 drum 30-50: drum, 66. 
3 come. 30-50: come, 66. 
5 *Graphiti-writers, 30-45: Graffiti-writers, 50, 66. 

13 *this 30-50: the 66. city 30-50: city, 66. 
16 *came, 30-50: come, 66. 

X X I : On Sunday walks 
[P 1930; P 1933; CP, "Such Nice People"; CSP 1950; CSP 1966, "On Sunday Walks"] 

6 window 30-50: window, 66. 
7 say 30-50: say, 66. 
8 know 30-50: know, 66. 

12 done 30-50: done, 66. 
14 lampoon 30-50: lampoon, 66. 
16 night 30-50: night, 66. 
16/17 (no paragraph space) 30-45: (paragraph space) 50: (no paragraph space) 66. 
17 eaters 30-50: eaters, 66. 
24 and on 30-50: and on, 66. 
31 villages 30-50: villages, 66. 
35 deceive, 30: deceive 33: deceive, 45-66. 
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37 make-believe 30-50: make-believe, 66. 
41 names 30-50: names, 66. 
42 charms 30-50: charms, 66. 
44 fords 30, 33: fords, 45-66. 
46 strongness 30, 33: strongness, 45-66. 
48 story 30, 33: story, 45-66. 
49 good. 30: good 33: good. 45-66. 

XXII : Get there if you can and see the land you once were proud to own 
[P 1930; Twentieth Century, March 1931, "By W.H. Auden"; P 1933] 

2 *vanished 30: vanisished 31 (apparently a misprint): vanished 33. 
17 *boon companions 30: our boon companions 31: boon companions 33. 
24 pretty 30: pretty, 31: pretty 33. 

•our servants 30: our servant 31: our servants 33. 
27 *avoid then 30: avoid them 31: avoid then 33. 
28 *all occasions 30, 31: all occasion 33. 
35 Blake 30: Blake, 31: Blake 33. 
44 ""realized 30: realised 31: realized 33. 
45 Engine-drivers 30: Engine drivers 31: Engine-drivers 33. 
30/31 Ours was a Renaissance, we were going to have lovely fun; 

Quite prepared for any lark, until we found it wasn't done. 

So we sit at table talking, pornographic as we dine, 
Each the good old topic, meaningless as an electric sign. 30, 31: 

(The above two stanzas, originally the sixteenth and the seventeenth; deleted) 33-

XXIII : Look there! The sunk road winding 
[Twentieth Century, February 1933, (no title); P 1933; CP, "The Bonfires"; CSP 1950; 
CSP 1966] 

2 farm: TC: farm. 33-66. 
5 athletes, TC: athletes; 33-66. 

10 attack TC: attack; 33-66. 
12 calving? TC: calving. 33-66. 
13 legend, TC: legend 33-66. *each one TC: all were 33-66. 
14 ""They hew TC (very probably a misprint for held): And held 33-66. 

•straightened spot, TC: staitened spot; 33: straitened spot; 45-66. 
15 not TC: not, 33-66. 
16 simple; TC: simple. 33-66. 
17 further TC: further; 33-66. 
19 foot TC: foot, 33-66. 
22 lit TC: lit, 33-66. 
23 sit — TC: sit: 33-66. 
24 thorough. TC, 33: thorough, 45-66. 
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25 *It won't be us who eavesdrop TC, 33: Leaving no double traitor 45-66. 
26 That day TC: In days 33-66. 
27 Timing TC, 33: To time 35-66. beat, TC: beat 33: beat, 45-66. 

XXIV: From scars where kestrels hover, 
[P 1930; P 1933; CP, "Missing"; CSP 1950; CSP 1966] 

9 ""unforeseen, 30: unforseen, 33, 45: unforeseen, 50,66. 
14 lip. 30, 33: lip; 45-66. 
22 death 30-50: death, 66. 
23 now 30-50: now, 66. 
26/27 (paragraph space) 30, 33: (no paragraph space) 45-66. 
34 the capital 30-50: the capital, 66. 
34/35 (paragraph space) 30-50: (no paragraph space) 66. 

X X V : Who will endure 
[P 1933; CP, "Better Not"; CSP 1950; SP 1958, "No Change of Place"; CSP 1966] 

3 to another? 33-50: to another, 58, 66. 
6 and sea; 33-50: and sea 58, 66. 
8 *chained-up 33, 45: chain-up 50: chained-up 58, 66. 
9 of wood. 33: of wood? 45-66. 

10 run 33-50: run, 58, 66. 
11 in the sun 33-50: in the sun, 58, 66. 
19/20 (no paragraph space) 33-50: (paragraph space) 58, 66. 
21 fireside 33-58: fireside, 66. 
22 *with a small mad smile, 33-50: with a secret smile, 58, 66. 
24 ""on the maps 33-50: on our maps 58, 66. 
24-25 ""that lie/About in ships long high and dry 33-50: (cut) 58, 66. 
26 ""Grow stranger and stranger. 33-50: grow stranger/And threaten danger. 58, 66. 
27 place 33-50: place: 58, 66. 
28-30 But shifting of the head 

To keep off glare of lamp from face, 
Or climbing over to wall-side of bed; 33-50: (deleted) 58, 66. 

(30 bed; 33, 45: bed 50.) 

XXVI : Taller to-day, we remember similar evenings, 
[P 1928, XVI; P 1930; P 1933; CP, "As Well as Can Be Expected"; CSP 1950, "Taller 
To-day"; SP 1958; CSP 1966] 

2 ""the windless 28-50: a windless 58, 66. 
4-10 28-50: (two stanzas, deleted) 58, 66. 
(4 grate 28: grate, 30-50.) 
(6 ""turn in the window, 28: turn to the window, 30-50.) 
(9 One, 28: One 30-50. in a tower; 28: in a tower, 30-50.) 
11 snow; 28: snow, 30-50. 
12 ""the headlands 28-50: headlands 58, 66. dwelling, 28: dwelling 30-66. 
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15 ""happy we, 28: happy now, 30-66. 
16 *See the farms 28: We see the farms 30-50: We see farms 58, 66. 

*up the valley, 28: all along the valley; 30-66. 
17 ""the hammering stops 28-50: hammering stops 58, 66. 
20 *to some 28: for some, 30-66. 
21 ""contradict, passing but is 28: contradict: passing, but is 30-58: contradict: 
passing but here, 66. 

XXVII : To ask the hard question is simple; 
[iCriterion, July 1933, the first of "Two Poems"; P 1933; SP 1938; CP, "What Do You 
Think?"; CSP 1950; "The Hard Question"; SP 1958, "The Question"; CSP 1966] 

1 simple; C-50: simple: 58: simple; 66. 
5 do: C-50: do; 58: do: 66. 

17 done. C-50: done, 58: done. 66. 
17/18 (no paragraph space) C-50: (paragraph space) 58: (no paragraph space) 66. 
19 easy C-38: easy; 45, 50: easy, 58: easy; 66. 

XXVIII : Under boughs between our tentative endearments how should we hear 
[P 1930; P 1933; CP, "When the Devil Drives"; CSP 1950] 
(No revision.) 

X X I X : Consider this and in our time 
[P 1930; P 1933; CP, "Consider"; CSP 1950; CSP 1966] 

9 in uniform 30-50: in uniform, 66. 
10 tables 30-50: tables, 66. 
11 band 30-50: band, 66. 
15 whale 30-50: whale, 66. 
42-49 Financier, leaving your little room 

Where the money is made but not spent, 
You'll need your typist and your boy no more; 
The game is up for you and for the others, 
Who, thinking, pace in slippers on the lawns 
Of College Quad or Cathedral Close, 
Who are bora nurses, who live in shorts 
Sleeping with people and playing fives. 30, 33: 

(Originally the first eight lines of the third and last stanza; deleted) 45-

X X X : Sir, no man's enemy 
[P 1930; P 1933; SP 1940; CP, "Petition"; CSP 1950] 

10 great; 30: great 33: great; 40-50. 
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P A R T II 

Look, Stranger! 

I: Prologue: O love, the interest itself in thoughtless Heaven, 
[New Statesman, 16 July 1932, "Poem"; New Country, 1933, "Prologue"; LS; SP 1938; 
SP 1940; CP, "Perhaps"; CSP 1950] 

1 *0 love, 32-40: O Love, 45, 50. Heaven 32, 33: Heaven, 36-50. 
2 within 32, 33: within, 36: within 38: within, 40-50. 
3 meet 32, 33: meet, 36-50. 
5 starlings 32-40: starlings, 45, 50. 
6 wolds 32-40: wolds, 45, 50. weave; 32-40: weave. 45, 50. 
7 power 32: power, 33-50. 
8 scarp 32, 33: scarp, 36-50. 
9 T h e mole 32-40: The mote 45, 50. 

10 as Newton was who in his garden 32, 33: 
as Newton was, who in his garden 36-40: 
as Newton was who, in his garden 45, 50. 

11 England 32, 33: England, 36-40: England, 45, 50. 
13 *has contented 32-40: had contented 45, 50. 
15 Lancashire 32-40: Lancashire 45, 50. 

fertilising 32-36: fertilizing 38: fertilising 40, 45: fertilizing 50. 
16 chimneys 32, 33: chimneys, 36-50. Glamorgan 32-40: Glamorgan 45, 50. 
18 shadow 32: shadow; 33-50. 
19 air 32, 33: air, 36-50. 
20 Dumbarton 32-40: Dumbarton 45, 50. hungers, 32, 33: hungers; 36-50. 
21 Rowley 32-40: Rowley 45, 50. 
22 golf-course 32: golf course, 33-40: golf-course, 45, 50. 
23 marvels; 32-40: marvels, 45, 50. 
24 glory 32: glory. 33-50. 
25 future, 32: future. 33: future; 36-50. 
26 hostile, 32-40: hostile 45, 50. 
27 And 32, 33: And, 36-50. wait 32, 33: wait. 36-50. 
29 ""constricted 32: constricting 33-40: constricted 45, 50. acres 32: acres, 33-50. 
30 alone 32: alone. 33: alone, 36-50. 
31 begun 32: begun, 33-50. 
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32 "spiritual marriage 32-40: virtuous marriage 45, 50. 
33 Yet, O, 32-45: Yet O, 50. 
34 When inland, 32: When inland 33-40: When, inland, 45, 50. "but are watching 

32-40: but watching 45, 50. islands 32, 33: islands, 36-40: islands 45, 50. 
35 Chester 32-40: Chester 45, 50. Moel Fammau 32-40: Moel Fammau 45, 50. 
36 crown 32: crown, 33-40: crown. 45, 50. 
37 "Some dream, say yes, 32, 33: Some possible dream, 36-50. 
38 *and kindness 32-40: and reflection 45, 50. 
39 pain. 32, 33: pain; 36-50. 
40 *And called out of tideless peace by a living sun 32, 33: 

And out of the Future into actual History, 36-40: 
And out of the future into actual history, 45, 50. 

41 Merlin 32-40: Merlin 45, 50. 
42 Stonehenge 32-40: Stonehenge 45, 50. the Pillars 32-40: the Pillars 45, 50. 

passed 32-38: passed. 40: passed 45, 50. 

II: Out on the lawn I lie in bed, 
[The Listener, 7 March 1934, "Summer Night"; LS; SP 1938; SP 1940; CP, "A Summer 
Night 1933"; CSP 1950; CSP 1966, "A Summer Night"] 

1 in bed 34: in bed, 36-66. 
3 June 34: June; 36-40: June, 45-66. 
4 "Forests of green have done complete 34-40: 

As congregated leaves complete 45-66. 
5 *The day's 34-40: Their day's 45-66. 
8 working place 34: working place; 36-40: working-place, 45-66. 

11 farms, 34-40: farms 45-66. 
14 evening, 34-40: evening 45-66. 
16 "light draws 34-45: lights draws 50: light draws 66. 
17 "From leaves with all its dove-like pleading 34-40: 

With all its gradual dove-like pleading, 45-66. 
18 powers. 34-40: powers 50: powers: 66. 
19 then 34-40: then, 45-66. 
24 book. 34-40: book 45-66. 
25-30 Moreover, eyes in which I learn 

That I am glad to look, return 
My glances every day; 

And when the bird and rising sun 
Waken me, I shall speak with one 

Who has not gone away. 36-40: 
(the fifth stanza, cut) 45-66. 

(25 Moreover eyes, 34: Moreover, eyes 36-40.) 
(27 day, 34: day; 36-40.) 
31 "Now North and South and East and West 34-40: 
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Now north and south and east and west 45-66. 
32 rest 34: rest; 36-66. 
33 all; 34: all: 36-40: all, 45-66. 
34 talkers, 34-40: talkers 45-66. 
37 sky: 34-40: sky, 45-66. 
38 "power stations 34-40: power-station 45, 50: power-stations 66. 
40 she peers, 34-40: she peers 45-66. 
41 *blankly as an orphan stares 34-40: blankly as a butcher stares 45-66. 
42 pictures. 34-40: pictures 45, 50: pictures. 66. 
44 here; 34-40: here, 45-66. 
45 *cannot move 34: cannot move, 36-40: does not move, 45-66. 
47 Look up 34: Look up, 36-40: Look up 45-66. 
49 And gentle 34: And, gentle, 36-66. know 34: know, 36-66. 
50 *her eastern bow 34 : her Eastern bow, 36-40: her eastern bow, 45-66. 
51 is done; 34-40: is done, 45-66. 
55-72 The creepered wall stands up to hide 

The gathering multitudes outside 
Whose glances hunger worsens; 

Concealing from their wretchedness 
Our metaphysical distress, 

Our kindness to ten persons. 

And now no path on which we move 
But shows already traces of 

Intentions not our own, 
Thoroughly able to achieve 
What our excitement could conceive, 

But our hands left alone. 

For what by nature and by training 
We loved, has little strength remaining: 

Though we would gladly give 
The Oxford colleges, Big Ben, 
And all the birds in Wicken Fen, 

It has no wish to live. 34-40: 
(the tenth to twelfth stanzas, cut) 45-66. 

(65 conceive 34: conceive, 36-40.) 
73 *Soon through the dykes 34-40: Soon, soon, through dykes 45-66. 
74 a rent 34: a rent, 36-40: a rent 45-66. 
75 And taller than a tree 34: 

And, taller than a tree, 36-66. 
76 eyes, 34: eyes 36-66. 
77 river-dreams 34-40: river dreams 45-66. 
81 appears; 34-40: appears, 45-66. 
83 "rivetting 34: riveting 36-66. 
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84 ears: 34-40: ears, 45-66. 
85 *May this for which we dread to lose 34-40: 

May these delights we dread to lose, 45-66. 
86 *Our privacy, 34-40: This privacy, 45-66. 
87 belong; 34-40: belong, 45-66. 
89 T h e drowned voices of his parents rise 34: 

The drowned voice of his parents rise 36-40: 
The drowned parental voices rise 45-66. 

91 alarm 34: alarm, 36-40: alarm 45-66. 
92 *may it calm 34-40: let them calm 45-66. 
93 nations; 34-40: nations, 45-66, 
95 *its patience 34-40: their patience 45-66. 

I l l : Our hunting fathers told the story 
[The Listener, 30 May 1934, "Poem"; LS; SP 1938; CP, "In Father's Footsteps"; CSP 
1950, "Our Hunting Fathers"; CSP 1966] 

6 glare 34: glare, 36-66. 
11 Who nurtured in that fine tradition 34-38: 

Who, nurtured in that fine tradition, 45-66,. 
13 *Love 34: love 36, 38: Love 45-66. 
14 guilt; 34: guilt? 36, 38: guilt, 45-66. • 
15 ""human company 34: human ligaments 36-66. 
16 modify 34: modify, 36, 38: modify 45-66. 

IV. Song: Let the florid music praise, 
[LS; CP, "Songs, XIII " ; CSP 1950, "Songs and Other Musical Pieces, XII I " ; CSP 
1966, "Twelve Songs, III"] 

1 *the florid music 36-50: a florid music 66. 
11 Always; 36: Always: 45-66. hour: 36: hour; 45-66. 
14 *death, 36-50: Death, 66. 

V: Look, stranger, at this island now 
[The Listener, 18 December 1935, "Seaside"; LS; SP 1938; SP 1940; CP, "Songs, XIV" ; 
CSP 1950; SP 1958, "Seascape"; CSP 1966, "On This Island"] 

1 *at this island now 35-40: on this island now 45-66. 
8 *the small field's 35-50: a small field's 58: the small field's 66. 
9 to the foam, 35-40: to the foam 45-66. 

12-13 the suck-/ing surf, and the gull lodges 35-40: 

the suck-/-ing surf,/And the gull lodges 45-66. 
(13 *the gull 35-50: a gull 58: the gull 66.) 
16 errands; 35-40: errands, 45-66. 

17 *the full view 35-50: this full view 58: the full view 66. 

VI: O what is that sound which so thrills the ear 
[New Verse, December 1934, "Ballad"; LS; CP, "Songs, X X I V " ; CSP 1950, "Songs and 
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Other Musical Pieces, X X I V " ; SP 1958, "The Quarry"; CSP 1966, " 0 What is that 
Sound"; SP 1968] 

9 gear; 34, 36: gear, 45-68. 

11 "the usual 34, 36: their usual 45-68. 

13 there; 34, 36: there, 45-68. 

15 *in the orders, dear; 34, 36: in their orders, dear. 45-66. 

17 care; 34, 36: care, 45-66. 

21 they want, 34: they want 36: they want, 45-66. hair; 34, 36: hair, 45-66. 

25 near, 34: near; 36: near. 45-66. 

26 the fanner, 34: the fanner 36-68. "cunning; 34; so cunning? 36-68. 

27 "the farm 34, 36: the farmyard 45-68. 

29 going? stay 34, 36: going? Stay 45-68. here. 34: here! 36-68. 

30 "you swore me 34, 36: you swore 45-68. 

35 "Their feet 34, 36: Their boots 45-68. 

VII: Hearing of harvests rotting in the valleys, 
[iCriterion, July 1933; LS; SP 1938; CP, "Paysage Moralist"; CSP 1950; CSP 1966] 

1 "harvest 33: harvests 36-66. valleys, 33-45: valleys 50: valleys, 66. 

5 cities, 33-38: cities 45-66. 

6 sonow. 33-38: sorrow, 45-66. 

9 cities, 33-38: cities 45-66. 

12 "who 33: that 36, 38: who 45-66. 

16 valleys 33: valleys, 36, 38: valleys 45-66. 

17 "all the year trees blossomed 33-38: all the green trees blossomed 45-66. 

on the mountains, 33-38: on the mountains 45, 50: on the mountains, 66. 

20 water, 33-38: water; 45-66. 

21 in the mountains, 33-38: in the mountains 45-66. 

22 sorrow; 33-38: sonow, 45-66. 

23 "villagers 33-50: villages 66. 

24 islands. 33-38: islands... 45-66. 

26 stalking head-up, lovely 33-38: stalking, head-up, lovely, 45-66. 

"the cities; 33-38: our cities; 45-66. 

28 water, 33: water; 36, 38: water, 45-66. 

29 "your sorrow, 33: their sorrow, 36, 38: your sorrow, 45-66. 

30 by mountains.' 33-38: by mountains" 45: mountains' 50: by mountains.' 66. 

31 in the mountains 33-38: in the mountains, 45-66. 

32 islands; 33-38: islands, 45-66. 

34 cities; 33-38: cities, 45-66. 

35 water; 33-38: water, 45-66. 

37 "the sonow; shall it 33-38: our sonow. Shall it 45-66. 

"Ah, water 33-50: Then water 66. 

VIII: Now the leaves are falling fast, 
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[New Statesman, 14 March 1936*; LS; SP 1938; SP 1940; CP, "Songs, XVIII" ; CSP 1950, 
"Songs and Other Musical Pieces, XVIII" ; SP 1958, "Autumn Song"; CSP 1966, 
"Twelve Songs, VI " ; SP 1968, "Autumn Song"] 

2 last; 36-58: last, 66, 68. 
3 *to the graves 36-50: to their graves 58-68. 

5 neighbours, 36-58: neighbours 66, 68. and right, 36-58: and right 66, 68. 

6 * Pluck us 36-58: Daunt us 66, 68. 

*the real delight; 36-50: our real delight; 58: our true delight, 66, 68. 

7 *And the active hands must freeze 36-50: 

And our active hands must freeze 58: 
Able hands are left to freeze 66: 
Able hands are forced to freeze 68. 

8 *Lonely on the separate knees. 36-50: 

Lonely on our separate knees. 58: 
Derelict on lonely knees. 66, 68. 

9-10 *Dead in hundreds at the back 
Follow wooden in our track, 36-58: 

Close behind us on our track, 
Dead in hundreds cry Alack, 66, 68. 

13 "Starving through the leafless wood 36-58: 

Scrawny through a plundered wood, 66, 68. 
14 food; 36-58: food, 66, 68. 

15 *And the nightingale is dumb, 36-58: 

Owl and nightingale are dumb, 66, 68. 
17-20 *Cold, impossible, ahead 

Lifts the mountain's lovely head 
Whose white waterfall could bless 
Travellers in their last distress. 36-58: 
Clear, unscaleable, ahead 
Rise the Mountains of Instead, 
From whose cold cascading streams 

None may drink except in dreams. 66, 68. (the fifth and last stanza) 

IX : The earth turns over, our side feels the cold, 
[New Verse, February 1934, "Poem"; LS; SP 1938; SP 1940; CP, "Through the Look-
ing-Glass"; CSP 1950, "Through the Looking Glass"] 

1 over, 34-40: over; 45, 50. the cold, 34-40: the cold; 45, 50. 

2 trees; 34-40: trees: 45, 50. 

3 killed, 34-40: killed; 45, 50. 

4 *its boys. 34: the boys. 36-50. 

7 *A11 our traditional sympathy 34-40: All on traditional sympathy 45, 50. 

8 *love. 34-40: Love. 45,50. 

9 on the wall; 34: on the wall 36-40: on the wall, 45, 50. 

10 f o r , 34-40: f o r 45, 50. 
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11 or the stony, 34: or the stony— 36-40: or the stony, 45, 50. 
12 *The painters gifts 34: The painter's gifts 36-50. round— 34-40: round; 45, 50. 
13 "Through the blue irises 34-40: Though each blue iris see 45, 50. 
14 "The 34-40: That 45, 50. "logic 34-40: Logic 45, 50. 
15 "When age becomes 34: Where age becomes 36-50. 
16 sailors. 34-40: sailors 45, 50. 
17 "Where move 34-40: There move 45, 50. life; 34-40: life — 45, 50. 
19 knife: 34-40: knife. 45, 50. 
20 a character — 34: a character. 36-40: a character; 45, 50. 
21 Only 34: — Only 36-40: (Only 45, 50. parts. 34: parts — 36-40: parts). 45, 50. 
22 a river bend, 34-40: a river-bend, 45, 50. 
23 an Aunt 34: an aunt 36-50. 
24 "weazel 34: weasel 36-50. 
25 "False; but no falser than the world it matches, 34-40: 

Behind me roars the other world it matches, 45, 50. 
27 "The total state 34-40: His total state 45, 50. badges, 34-40: badges 45, 50. 
28 school: 34-40: school. 45, 50. 
29 emotions 34-40: emotions, 45, 50. "organised 34: organized 36-50. 

massed 34-40: massed, 45, 50. 
31 flashes by; 34-40: flashes by, 45, 50. 
34 "the one in cypher; 34-40: speaks in cypher. 45, 50. 
36 "to the 34-40: to its 45, 50. offer, 34: offer: 36-40: offer, 45,50. 
38 "Son of a nurse and doctor, loaned a room, 34: 

Son of a nurse and doctor, loaned a dream, 36-40: 
Unable to choose either for a home, 45, 50. 

40 to your arms. 34-40: to your arms 45, 50. 
43 And 34-40: While 45, 50. 

44 flies. 34-40: flies, 45, 50. 
45-46 All things he takes and loses but conceit, 

The Alec who can buy the life within, 36-40: 
And pride succeeds to each succeeding state, 
Still able to buy up the life within, 45, 50. 

(45 conceit; 34: conceit, 36-40.) 
(46 "This Alec still 34: The Alec who 36-40. within 34: within, 36-40.) 
49 hide 34: hide; 36-40: hide: —45, 50. 
50 "the waves are rough: 34-40: its waves are rough; 45, 50. 
51 played 34-40: played, 45, 50. 
53 "my archipelago, 34: the archipelago, 36-50. 
54 all day, 34-40: all day 45, 50. 
55 "a generous bay; 34: a generous boy; 36-50. 
57 "Gale of desire may blow 34-40: Tempest and tide may blow 45, 50. 
60 "Birth of a natural order and of love; 34-40: 
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The birth of natural order and true love: 45, 50. 

X : Now from my window-sill I watch the night 
[New Country, 1933, Part II of "A Happy New Year"; LS; CP, "Not All the Candidates 
Pass"; CSP 1950; SP 1958, "The Watchers"; CSP 1966] 

1 night 33, 36: night, 45-66. 

5 *The jets in both the dormitories are out. 33-50: 

The lights of near-by families are out. 58, 66. 
8 upon the lawn 33, 36: upon the lawn, 45-66. 

11-20 "But deaf to prophecy or China's drum 
The blood moves strangely in its moving home, 
Diverges, loops to travel further 
Than the long still shadow of the father, 
Though to the valley of regret it come. 

Now in this season when the ice is loosened, 
In scrubbed laboratories research is hastened 
And cameras at the growing wood 
Are pointed; for the long lost good, 
Desire like a police-dog is unfastened. 33-50: 

(the third and the fourth stanzas, cut) 58, 66. 
(13 loops 33, 36: loops, 45, 50.) 
(14 father 33: father, 36-50.) 

(15 "Through 33: Though 36-50. "it came. 33: it come. 36-50.) 

(19 the long lost good. 33: the long lost good, 36: the long-lost good 45, 50.) 
21 "limit, 33, 36: Limit, 45-66. 

22 left and right: 33, 36: left and right, 45-66. 

24 begins 33: begins, 36-66. 

26-30 "Oldest of masters, whom the schoolboy fears 
Failing to find his pen, to keep back tears, 
Collecting stamps and butterflies 
Hoping in some way to appease 
The malice of the erratic examiners. 33-50: (the sixth stanza, cut) 58, 66. 

(26 masters, 33, 36: masters 45, 50.) 
(27 "pen, to 33, 36: pen or 45, 50.) 

(28 "and butterflies, 33, 36: or butterflies, 45, 50.) 
(30 examiners. 33, 36: examiners, 45, 50.) 
31 you. None 33, 36: you: none 45-66. 

say of late, 33, 36: say; — 'Of late — 45, 50: say; 'Of late — 58, 66. 
32 "Here — you can see the marks — they lay in wait." 33: 

'Here — you can see the marks — they lay in wait. 36: 
Here. You can see the marks — They lay in wait.' 45, 50: 
Here. You can see the marks — They lay in wait,' 58, 66. 

33 "in my thought 33, 36: in my thoughts 45-66. 

3 6 in s u n a n d w e t 33, 36: in s u n a n d w e t , 45-66. 
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41-45 *We know you moody, silent, sensitive, 
Quick to be offended, slow to forgive, 
But to your discipline the heart 
Submits when we have fallen apart 
Into the isolated personal life. 33-50: (the ninth stanza, cut) 58, 66. 

(45 "personal life. 33, 36: dishonest life. 45, 50.) 
46 over quick; 33: over-quick; 36-66. 
48 Using, 33 : Using 36-66. 
50 "For 33, 36: And 45-66. 
50/51 *Permit our town here to continue small, 

What city's vast emotional cartel 
Could our few acres satisfy 
Our rival in intensity 
The field of five or six, the English cell? 
Preserve our Provost, Piermaster, Police, 
Making swimming-bath and tennis-club a place 
Where almost any summer day 
A visitor is carried away 
By unexpected beauty of speech or face. 
Well you have watched before, but watch again 
The Lindens, Ferntower, Westoe, and this pen, 
Remember them especially please, 
Throughout the coming year with these 
Be very very patient, gentlemen. 33: (three stanzas, cut) 36-

51-55 "At the end of my corridor are boys who dream 
Of a new bicycle or winning team; 
On their behalf guard all the more 
This late-maturing Northern shore, 
Who to their serious season must shortly come. 33-50: 

(one stanza, cut) 58, 66. 
56-65 "Give them spontaneous skill at holding rein, 

At twisting dial, or at making fun, 
That these may never need our craft, 
Who, awkward, pasty, feeling the draught, 
Have health and skill and beauty on the brain. 
The clocks strike ten: the tea is on the stove; 
And up the stair come voices that I love. 
Love, satisfaction, force, delight, 
To these players of Badminton to-night, 
To Favel, Holland, sprightly Alexis give. 33, 36: (two stanzas, cut) 45-66. 

(59 Who 33: Who, 36.) 
67 "And what if 33, 36: What if 45-66. 
70 none 33, 36: none, 45-66. 
71 "O from this table break uncontrollably away 33, 36: 

O, from their tables break uncontrollably away, 45-66. 
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73 "in the room 33: in the room, 36-50: in a room 58, 66. 

73-74 wild —/—ly spinning 33, 36: wildly/Spinning 45: wild-/-ly spinning 50-66. 

XI: Just as his dream foretold, he met them all: 
[LS; CP, "Nobody Understands Me"; CSP 1950; CSP 1966, "A Misunderstanding"] 

7 *at the green chateau; 36, 45: at the green chateau; 50: at her green chateau; 66. 
8 *The meal 36-50: A meal 66. the guest room 36-50: the guest-room 66. 

9 *the talk 36-50: their talk 66. 

10 "for stroking and advice; 36-50: for someone to advise, 66. 

11 learn, 36-50: learn 66. 

14 bridegroom 36: bridegroom, 45, 50: bridegroom 66. 

XII : As it is, plenty; 
[LS; CP, "His Excellency"; CSP 1950; CSP 1966] 

3 happy 36-50: happy, 66. 

5 far 36: far , 45-66. 

13 as n o t , 36: as n o t 45-66. 

15 but love 36: but love, 45-66. 

17 "intransigent nature 36: intransigeant nature, 45-66. 

21 "Forget, Forget. 36: 
Forget, forget. 45-66. 

22 praise 36: praise, 45-66. 

23 Then 36: Then, 45-66. "his spacious days; 36-50: his lordly days; 66. 

27 "The profits 36: The profit 45-66. 

28 "And the sins venal, 36: 
And the sin venial, 45-66. 

XIII : A shilling life will give you all the facts: 
[LS; SP 1938; SP 1940; CP, "Who's Who"; CSP 1950; CSP 1966] 

8 "weep his pints 36-50: weep pints 66. 

XIV: Brothers, who when the sirens roar 
[Twentieth Century, September 1932, "A Communist to Others"; New Country, 1933; 
LS] 

1 "Comrades 32, 33: Brothers, 36. 
2 office 32, 33 : office, 36. 
5 drug 32, 33: drug, 36. 

13 'I 32: "I 33: 'I 36. without,' 32: without," 33: without', 36. 
14 'A testimonial.' 32: "A testimonial." 33: 'A testimonial.' 36. 
26 "have done you brown, 32, 33: have done you down, 36. 
35/36 "You're thinking us a nasty sight; 

Yes, we are poisoned, you are right, 
Not even clean; 

We do not know how to behave 
We are not beautiful or brave 
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You would not pick our sort to save 
Your first fifteen. 32, 33: (the sixth stanza, cut) 36. 

43 thing 32: thing. 33, 36. 
45 Deceiver: 32: Deceiver! 33, 36. 
53 "their one salvation: 32, 33: their one starvation 36. 
61 the Alone 32, 33 : the Alone, 36. 
82 stuma 32, 33 : stuma, 36. boss' 32: boss's 33, 36. 
98/99 "The worst employer's double dealing 

Is better than their mental-healing 
That would assist us. 

The world, they tell us, has no flaws 
Then is no need to change the laws 
We're only not content because 

Jealous of sisters. 
Once masters struck with whips; of recent 
Years by being jolly decent 

For these are cuter 
Fostering the heart's self-adulation 
Would dissipate all irritation 
Making a weakened generation 

Completely neuter. 32, 33: (two stanzas, cut) 36. 
99 tremble 32: tremble, 33: tremble 36. 

101 Goya 32: Goya: 33, 36. 
102 rut 32: rut, 33, 36. 
103 gut 32: gut, 33, 36. 
104 shut 32: shut, 33, 36. 
108 apostles 32: apostles, 33, 36. 
109 too 32: too, 33, 36. 
112-*Unhappy poet, you whose only 

Real emotion is feeling lonely 
When suns are setting; 

Who fled in horror from all these 
To islands in your private seas 5 
Where thoughts like castaways find ease 

In endless petting: 
You need us more than you suppose 
And you could help us if you chose. 

In any case 10 
We are not proud of being poor 
In that of which you claim a store: 
Return, be tender; or are we more 

Than you could face? 
Comrades to whom our thoughts return, 15 
Brothers for whom our bowels yearn 

When words are over; 
Remember that in each direction 
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Love outside our own election 
Holds us in unseen connection: 20 

0 trust that ever. 32, 33: (the last three stanzas, cut) 36. 
( 7 petting. 32: petting: 33.) 
(12 a store 32: a store: 33.) 
(15 return 32: return, 33.) 
(17 over 32: over; 33.) 
(20 connection. 32: connection: 33.) 

XV: The chimneys are smoking, the crocus is out in the border; 
[New Country, 1933, "Poem"; LS; CSP 1950, "Two Worlds"] 

1-2 *Me, March, you do with your movements master and rock 
With wing-whirl, whale-wallow, silent budding of cells; 33: 
The chimneys are smoking, the crocus is out in the border; 
The mountain ranges are massive in the blue March day; 36, 50. 

3 a sea-god 33: a sea god 36, 50. • 
"the communist orator 33: the political orator 36, 50. 

5 sea 33: sea, 36, 50. 

11 creature 33: creature; 36, 50. 
14 forces 33: forces , 36, 50. 
17 war 33: war, 36, 50. 

18 "our Reds 33 : the Reds 36, 50. 
19 each: 33, 36: each; 50. 
26 "lakes 33: lake 36, 50. 
33 *our hour of unity make us aware 33: our hour of unity makes us aware 36, 50, 

worlds 33: worlds: 36, 50. 
34 double-shadow 33: double-shadow, 36, 50. 
36 "Our 33: For our 36, 50. star 33: star, 36, 50. 
43 night 33: night, 36, 50. 
47 lake 33: lake, 36, 50. 
52 lives 33: lives, 36, 50. 
53 "because of our trust 33: if we can trust 36, 50. free 33: free, 36, 50. 
55 "within earshot 33, 36: within the earshot 50. 
56/57 "What we do for each other now must be done alone: 

It's not just another case of laisser-faire; 
It is not necessity but our loving will 

That lets us out of our sight. 
But we are not together and we care; 
Not all the languages it masters . . .. . 
Can make one heart secure 
Nor summer's moistures. 33: (one stanza, cut) 36, 50. 

57 "Look what we stand on, the bone-rich soil of England; 33: 
We ride a turning globe, we stand on a star; 36, 50. 

60 "Its 33: It's 36, 50. 
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66 "Let it choose 33: Let us choose 36, 50. 
69 these 33: these, 36, 50. 
71 "by circumstance 33, 36: by circumstances 50. 
74 buoy, 33: buoy; 36, 50. 

XVI : May with its light behaving 
[The Listener, 15 May 1933, "Poem"*; LS; SP 1938; SP 1940; CP, "Songs, X V " ; 
CSP 1950, "Songs and Other Musical Pieces, X V " ; CSP 1966, "May"] 

2 eye, and limb; 36-50: eye and limb, 66. 

5 "to the 36-50: to each 66. 

6 come, 36-50: come 66. 

7 "The living white and red. 36-50: 

In living white and red. 66. 
8 "The dead 36-50: Our dead, 66. hooded 36-50: hooded, 66. 

9 *In their enclosures rest; 36-50: In hollows rest, 66. 

10 *the vague woods 36-50: their vague woods 66. 

12 flit; 36-50: flit, 66. 

13 "We stand 36, 50: Stand now 66. 
15 before us; 36-40: before us, 45-66. 

16 "Animal motions 36-50: Brave motions 66. 

17 "The common wish 36-50: Abundant wish 66. 

18 "The pleasured and the haunted; 36-50: 

The pleasing, pleasured, haunted: 66. 
19 "The dying master 36-50: A dying Master 66. 

20 ring, 36-40: ring; 45, 50: ring, 66. 
23 "The tortoise and the roe, and lays 36-50: 

Tortoise and roe, that lays 66. 
28 "The endearment and the look. 36-50: 

Touch, endearment, look. 66. 

XVII : Here on the cropped grass of the narrow ridge I stand, 
[New Oxford Outlook, November 1033"; LS; SP 1938; SP 1940; CSP 1950, "TheMalverns"] 

2 in air, 36-40: in air 50. 

29 workshops; 36-40: workshops, 50. 

38 desk, 36-40: desk 50. 

79 "your seers 36-40: you seers 50. 

89 "behind you 36-40: behind 50. 

100-121 "And out of the turf the bones of war continue; 
'Know then, cousin, the major cause of our collapse 
Was a distortion in the human plastic by luxury produced, 

Never higher than in our time were the vital advantages; 
To matter entire, to the unbounded vigours of the instrument, 
To all logical precision we were the rejoicing heirs. 

But pompous, we assumed their power to be our own, 
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Believed machines to be our heart's spontaneous fruit, 
Taking our premises as shoppers take a tram. 
While the disciplined love which alone could have employed these engines 
Seemed far too difficult and dull, and when hatred promised 
An immediate dividend, all of us hated. 
Denying the liberty we know quite well to be our destiny, 
It dogged our steps with its accusing shadow 
Until in every landscape we saw murder ambushed. 
Unable to endure ourselves, we sought relief 
In the insouciance of the soldier, the heroic sexual pose 
Playing at fathers to impress the little ladies, 
Call us not tragic; falseness made farcical our death: 
Nor brave; ours was the will of the insane to suffer 
By which since we could not live we gladly died: 
And now we have gone for ever to our foolish graves.' 36-40: 

(the last seven stanzas, cut) 50. 

XVIII: The sun shines down on the ships at sea, 
[New Oxford Outlook, 1933, "To a Young Man on His Twenty-First Birthday"*; LS] 

XIX : To he flat on the back with the knees flexed 
[LS; CP, "What's the Matter?"; CSP 1950] 
4/5 (no paragraph space) 36: (paragraph space) 50. 

6 sidewalk 36: side-walk 45, 50. 
11 "that teasing talk 36: this teasing talk 45, 50. 

13 Who are you with, from whom 36: Who are you with from whom 45, 50. 

X X : Fleeing the short-haired mad executives, 
[New Oxford Outlook, November 1933, "Poem"*; LS; CP, "The Climbers"; CSP 1950; 
CSP 1966, "Two Climbers"] 

1 "Fleeing the 36-50: Fleeing from 66. 

2 *The subtle useless faces 36: The sad and useless faces 45-66. 

3 *of our fear 36: of my fear 45-66. I climb; 36-50: I climb: 66. 

4 * Above, the breakneck scorching rock, the caves; 36: 
Above, the breakneck scorching rock, the caves, 45, 50: 
Above, a breakneck scorching rock; no caves, 66. 

5 no water; with 36-50: no water. With 66. 

7 "Cooling my face there in the faults that flaunt 36-50: 

Cooling my weariness in faults that flaunt 66. 
8 "The life 36-50: A life 66. 

9 as a vow; 36: as a vow: 45, 50: as a vow. 66. 

10 in the least; 36: in the least, 45-66. 

11 view; 36: view, 45-66. 

12 lost: 36: lost; 45, 50: lost, 66. 
14 Unknown. Love 36-50: Unknown: love 66. 
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X X I : Easily, my dear, you move, easily your head 
[The Listener, 20 February 1935, "A Bride in the 30's"; LS; SP 1938; SP 1940: CP, 
"A Bride in the 30's"; CSP 1950; CSP 1966] 

1 "Easily, my dear, you move, 35-50: Easily you move, 66. 
your head 35-40: your head, 45-66. 

2 And easily 35-50: And easily, 66. "through leaves 35: through the leaves 
36-40: through leaves 45-66. "of a photograph album 35-50: of an album, 66. 

3 impressions 35: impressions, 36-66. 
4 "Past the tall tenements and the trees in the wood; 35-40: 

Past the tall tenements and the trees in the wood, 45, 50: 
Past tenement, river, upland, wood, 66. 

(4 in the wood 35.) 
7 loving 35-50: loving, 66. 
8 "The stones the steels and the polished glass; 35-40: 

The stones, the steels, and the polished glass; 45, 50: 
Things of stone, of steel and of polished glass; 66. 

9 "Lucky to love 35: Lucky to Love 36-40: Lucky to love 45, 50: Lucky to Love 
66. "the new pansy railway 35: the new pansy railway, 36-40: the strategic 
railway, 45-66. 

10 "The sterile farms 35-50: The run-down farms 66. 
11 "the 35-50: each 66. 
15 the roads 35-50: the roads, 66. 
16 "Along the endless plains 35-50: Along ending plains 66. is 35-40: is, 45-66. 
\1 as a collector 35-40: as a collector, 45-66. 
18 and lilies. 35-40: and lilies 45, 50: and lilies. 66. 
20 "The pool 35-50: A pool 66. "and the tower 35-50: or a tower 66. 

of grace 35: of grace, 36-66. 
21 a wishing rose 35: a wishing rose; 36-50: a wishing-rose, 66. 
23 "The horses, the fountains, the sidedrum, the trombone 35-50: 

Horses, fountains, a side-drum, a trombone, 66. 
(trombone 35, 36: trombone, 45, 50. sidedrum, 35, 36: side-drum, 45, 50.) 

24 "And the dance, the dance. 35-50: 
The cosmic dance. <56. 

25 our time 35: our time, 36-40: our time 45, 50: our time, 66. 
26 "Such images to audience come 35-50: 

Such images to sight and audience come 66. 
27 "As vanity 35-50: As Vanity 66. "nor bless: 35, 36: nor bless; 45, 50,: or bless, 66. 
28 "Hunger and love 35-50: Hunger and fear 66. 

variations 35-40: variations, 45-66. 
29 "the flight of the birds 35-40: the flight of the birds, 45, 50: movements of birds, 66. 
30 assassins. 35-40: assassins, 45-66. 
31 "Ten thousand of the desperate marching by 35-40: 
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Ten million of the desperate marching by, 45, 50: 
Ten desperate million marching by, 66. 

32 high: 35-40: high, 45-66. 
33 poses 35-40: poses, 45-66. 
34 *the voter's greeting 35-40: the voters' greeting, 45-66. 
35 *Van Lubbe 35: Van der Lubbe 36-66. laughing 35-40: laughing, 45-66 
36 meeting. 35-40: meeting 45, 50: meeting. 66. 
37 But love 35: But love, 36-40: But love 45, 50: But Love 66. 

proposal 35: proposal, 36-40: proposal 45-66. 
38 his disposal; 35-40: his disposal, 45-66. 
39 of his own 35: of his own, 36-40: of his own 45-66. 
43 ^Certain it became while we were still incomplete 35-50: 

Certain it became, while still incomplete, 66. 
44 There were certain prizes 35-50: There were prizes 66. 

compete; 35-50: compete: 66. 
45 *by every childish illness, 35-50: by each childish illness, 66. 
46 *among the hothouse plants, 35-40: amid the hot-house plants, 45-66. 
47 in the garden, 35-40: in the garden 45, 50: in the garden, 66. 
48 aunts. 35-40: aunts 45, 50: aunts. 66. 
49 *And 35-50: While 66. 
50 yield; 35-50: yield, 66. ^ 
51 *the plans, 35-50: our plans, 66. 
52 *for a life and 35-50: for a life-time, 66. 
56 These ghosts would like to make their own. 35-50: 

That ghosts would like to make their own: 66. 
57 *Are they your choices? O, be deaf 35, 36: 

Are they your choices? O be deaf 45, 50: 
Beware them, look away, be deaf, 66. 

58-59 *To hatred proffering immediate pleasure/Glory to swap 35: 
When hatred would proffer her immediate pleasure,/ And glory swap 36-50: 
When rage would proffer her immediate pleasure/Or glory swap 66. 

61 Be deaf too 35: Be deaf too, 36-40: Be deaf, too, 45-66. 
62 A pine tree 35-40: A pine-tree 45-66. 
63 not, 35: not; 36-40: not, 45-66. 
64 *The voice of love 35-50: The voice of Love 66. 

brightly 35: brightly — 36-50: brightly, 66. 
65 Be Hitler, 35-40: be Hitler, 45-66. 

•be very good 35: be my good 36-50: be my good, 66. 
67-78 *The power that corrupts, that power to excess 

The beautiful quite naturally possess: 
To them the fathers and the children turn: 
And all who long for their destruction, 70 
The arrogant and self-insulted, wait 
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The looked instruction. 

Shall idleness ring then your eyes like the pest? 
O will you unnoticed and mildly like the rest, 
Will you join the lost in their sneering circles, 75 
Forfeit the beautiful interest and fall 
Where the engaging face is the face of the betrayer, 

And the pang is all? 35-50: (two stanzas, cut) 66. 
(67 "which corrupts, 35: that corrupts, 36-50.) 
(68 possess: 35-40: possess; 45; 50.) 
(69 turn 35: turn: 36-40: turn, 45, 50.) 
(70 destruction 35: destruction, 36-50.) 
(71 self-insulted wait 35: self-insulted, wait 36-50.) 
(73 pest? 35-40: pest, 45, 50.) 
(74 will you unnoticed 35-40: will you, unnoticed 45, 50.) 
(77 betrayer 35: betrayer, 36-40: betrayer 45, 50.) 
79 "Wind shakes the tree; the mountains darken: 35: 

Wind shakes the tree; the mountains darken; 36-50: 
Trees are shaken, mountains darken, 66. 

80 repeats 35-50: repeats, 66. hearken; 35: hearken: 33-66. 
81 "'Yours is the choice 35: 'Yours is the choice, 36-40: "Yours is the choice 45: Yours 

is the choice 50: 'Yours the choice 66. 
82 "of learning and 35-50: of learning, 66. of love 35: of love, 36-66. 
83 "as a moneybug 35-40: as a moneybag 45, 50: as a money-bug, 66. 

"or a cancer 35-40: or a cancer, 45, 50: as a cancer, 66. 
84 as a dove.' 35-50: as a dove. 66. 

XXII : Two Songs: 1: Night covers up the rigid land 
[LS] 

2: Underneath the abject willow, 
[LS; SP 1938; CP, "Songs, X X X V " ; CSP 1950, "Songs and Other Musical Pieces, 
X X X I V " ; SP 1958; CSP 1966] 

1 "the abject 36-58: an abject 66. 
2 sulk no more; 36, 38: sulk no more: 45-66. 
3 follows: 36, 38: follow. 45-66. 

11 "those 36, 38: these 45-66. 
17 flying 36-58: flying, 66. 
18 know; 36, 38: know, 45-66. 
19 "Brooks beneath the thin ice flowing 36-58: 

Icy brooks beneath you flowing, 66. 
20 go; 36, 38: go. 45-66. 
21 "Coldest love will warm to action, 36, 38: 

Dark and dull is your distraction, 45-58: 
Dark and dull is your distraction: 66. 
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23 numb, 36, 38: numb 45-66. 

XXIII : To settle in this village of the heart, 
[New Verse, June 1934, "Poem"; LS; CP, "It's So Dull Here"; CSP 1950] 

2 the hall 34, 36: the HaU 45, 50. 
3 "dovecote 34: dovecots 36: dovecote 45, 50. 
5 dead, 34: dead; 36: dead, 45, 50. 
7 particular. One 34, 36: particular: one 45, 50. 
8 "Trunk-roads of fear passes the very door, 34: 

Trunk roads passes the very door already, 36-50. 

9 "And greed's thin cafes 34: And the thin cafes 36-50. 

overnight. 34: over night. 36: overnight. 45, 50. 
10-11 "The sham ornamentation of the feelings, 

The strident swimming-pool of the senses, thoughts 
Dressed up identically in townee smartness, 34: 
The sham ornamentation, the strident swimming pool, 
The identical and townee smartness, 36-50. 

12 "see as home, 34, 36: see these as home 45, 50. 
14 "of the stranger? 34, 36: of a stranger? 45, 50. 

XXIV: 0 for doors to be open and an invite with gilded edges 
[TheSpectator, 31 May 1935, "In the Square"; LS; SP 1938; SP 1940; CP, "Songs, X X " ; 
CSP 1950 "Songs and Other Musical Pieces, X X " ; SP 1958, "Song"; CSP 1966, 
"Twelve Songs, I " ; SP 1968, "Song of the Beggars"] 

I O 35-40: - 'O 45-68. 

3 "With the somersaults 35-45: With somersaults 50-68. 

kisses — 35-40: kisses' — 45-68. 

4 "the six cripples 35: the cripples 36-68. 

6 A n d 35-40: — ' A n d 45-68. 

7 playing 35-40: playing, 45-68. 

8 crowing— 35-40: crowing' — 45-68. 

9 "the six cripples 35-40: the cripples 45-68. 

II And 35-40: — 'And 45-68. "yelling faces, 35-40: yellow faces 45-68. 

12 "Dependant on the chestnut, 35-40: Dependent on the chestnut, 45-68. 

13 places — 35-40: places' — 45-68. 

14 "the six cripples 35-40: the cripples 45-68. 

statue, 35-45: statue. 50: statue, 58: statue. 66: statue, 68. 

16 "This square 35: And this square 36-40: — 'And this square 45-68. 

"to be a deck, 35-40: to be deck 45-58: to be a deck 66,68. "sails 35-58: canvas 66,68. 

t o rig 35-40: t o rig, 45-68. 

18 b i g — 35-40: big ' -45-68. 

19 the six cripples 35-40: the cripples 45-68. 

21 A n d 35-40: — ' A n d 45-68. 

22 "my stick 35-40: my crutch 45-68. 
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23 head — 35-40: head' — 45-68. 
24 *the six cripples 35-40: the cripples 45-68. 
26 *A hole 35: And a hole 36-40: — 'And a hole 45-68. 
28 at all — 35-40: at all' — 45-68. 
29 *the six cripples 35-40: the cripples 45-68. 

XXV, Only the hands are living; to the wheel attracted, 
[LS, "Casino"; CP; CSP 1950] 

2 Are moved, 36: Are moved 45, 50. 
5 And 36: And, 45, 50. 
8 prayers. 36: prayers 45, 50. 
9 isolation, self-invited, 36: isolation self-invited 45, 50. 

14 and the bird, 36: and the bird 45, 50. 
15 of summer, 36: of summer 45, 50. 
17 shepherd, 36: shepherd; 45, 50. 
18 deserted, 36: deserted; 45, 50. 
22 *none were loved; 36: none was loved; 45, 50. 

XXVI : That night when joy began 
[LS; CP, "Songs, X X X I " ; CSP 1950, "Songs and Other Musical pieces, X X X I " ; 
CSP 1966, "Five Songs, II"] 

2 to flush 36: to flush, 45-66. 
5 let us pass 36: let us pass, 45; let us pass 50: let us pass, 66. 
7 *Outgrew his nervous laugh; 36: 

Outgrows his nervous laugh, 45: 
Outgrows his nervous laugh 50: 
Outgrows his nervous laugh, 66. 

8 * Grows credulous of peace 36 : 
Grows credulous of peace, 45: 
Crows credulous of peace, 50: 
Grown credulous of peace, 66. 

10 reproach 36: reproach, 45-66. 

XXVII : Fish in the unruffled lakes 
[The Listener, 15 April 1936, "Poem"; LS; SP 1940; CP, "Songs, VI" ; CSP 1950, 
"Songs and Other Musical Pieces, VI" ; CSP 1966, "Twelve Songs, V" ] 
(L stands for the Listener version below.) 

2 *The L-50: Their 66. wear, L, 36: wear 40: wear, 45-66. 
6 grove: L: grove; 36-66. 
7 fish, and L-50: fish and 66. 
9 * time's L: Time's 36-66. 

10 We till L-50: We, till 66. 
13 *The devil L: The Devil 36-66. 
14 *The goodness L: The Goodness 36-50: The goodness 66. 
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15 for luck: L: for luck; 36-66. 
19 "folly said and done L-50: folly done and said 66. 
20 days: L: days; 36-50: days, 66. 
24 "nature L: Nature 36-66. 

XXVIII : Dear, though the night is gone, 
[New Verse, April-May 1936, "The Dream"; LS; CP, "Songs, IV" ; CSP 1950, "Songs 
and Other Musical Pieces, IV" ; SP 1958, "A Dream"; CSP 1966, "Twelve Songs, IV"] 
(NV stands for the New Verse version below.) 

2 "The dream NV, 36: Its dream 45-66. to-day, NV: to-day 36: today, 45: 
to-day, 50-66. 

3 to a room, NV, 36: to a room 45-66. 
5 terminus; NV: terminus, 36-66. 

10 We kissed, NV: We kissed 36-66. 
15 "each other's necks, NV, 36: each other's neck, 45-58: each other's necks, 66. 
17 "O but what worm NV: Oh but what worm 36: 0 but what worm 45, 50: What 

buried worm 58: What hidden worm 66. 
19 the victim of? NV: the victim of; 36: the victim of, 45-66. 
22 another love, NV: another love; 36-66. 
24 went out. NV: went out? 36-66. 

X X I X : Love had him fast, but though he fought for breath 
[New Verse, October 1933, "Five Poems, V" ; LS; CP, "Meiosis"; CSP 1950; CSP 1966] 

1 fast: 33: fast, 36: fast 45-66. 
"he caught his breath, 33: he fought for breath 36-66. 

2 "another, 33: Another, 36-66. 
3 "his little 33: the little 36-50: their little 66. death; 33, 36: death, 45-66. 
4 "And you, the seed 33: Till You, the seed, 36: Till you, the seed 45-66. 
5 "of love, 33: of Love, 36: of love, 45-66. "through love were free, 33: 

through Love was free, 36: through love was free, 45-66. 
10 simplified, 33, 36: simplified 45-66. 

12 in that almost all his hope 33: in that 'almost' all his hope 36-66. 

X X X : August for the people and their favourite islands. 
[New Verse, October-November 1935, "To a Writer on His Birthday"; LS; SP 1938; 
SP 1940; CSP 1950, "Birthday Poem"] 

4 valleys 35: valleys, 36-50. 
6 habit 35: habit, 36-50. 
9 freedom, 35: freedom; 36-50. 

11 leapfrog, 35: leap frog 36-50. 
17 fancy 35: fancy, 36-50. 
18 approves 35: approves, 36-50. 
19 And I 35: And I, 36-50. families 35: families, 36-50. 
25 ago 35: ago, 36-50. 
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27 books, 35: books 36-50. 

31 wish, 35: wish; 36-50. 

40 *the norman tower. 35-40: the Norman tower. 50. 

54 madmen, 35: madmen; 36-50. 

5 5 b e d . 35: b e d : 36-50. 

59 to day 35: to-day 36-50. 

60 *Its warnings and its lies, and it's impossible 35-40: 

Warnings and lies, and it is little comfort 50. 
64 T h e stores 35: The stoves 36-50. 

66 again 35: again: 36-50. 

67 *See scandal 35: See Scandal 36-50. up 35 : up, 36-50. 

68 * virtue 35: Virtue 36-50. Cross 35: Cross, 36-50. 

69 The green thum to the ledger knuckled down, 
(This line occurs at the end of this 9th stanza in the New Verse version, which 
reads: 

And gaga Falsehood highly recommended, 
The green thum to the ledger knuckled down,) 

71 a character 35: a character, 36-50. 

72 recommended, 35: recommended. 36-50. 

73 money 35: money, 36-50. 

74 *love's wandering eloquence 35: Love's wondering eloquence 36-50. 

75 in furs 35: in furs, 36-50. 

77 self sacrificed 35: self-sacrificed 36-50. Calculation 35: Calculation, 36-50. 

78 ""reason 35: Reason 36-50. mediocrity, 35: Mediocrity 36-50. 

79 *power 35: Power 36-50. 

•shamefully maltreated 35: shockingly maltreated, 36-50. 

81 dismay 35 : dismay, 36-50. 

95 history 35: history, 36-50. 

X X X I : Epilogue: Certainly our city —with the byres of poverty down to 
[LS; SP 1938; CP, "As We Like It" ; CSP 1950, "Our City"] 

1 our city — 36, 38: our city 45, 50. ""with the byres 36, 38: with its byres 45, 50. 
2 *the cathedral, the engines, the dogs; 36, 38: its cathedral, its engines, its dogs; 

45, 50. 

5 *by the conscious-stricken, 36, 38: by the conscience-stricken, 45, 50. 
6 T h e rumours 36, 38: Wild rumours 45, 50. 
7 T h e betrayers 36, 38: Betrayers 45, 50. 
9 ""without reproaches shewed us 36, 38: without reproaches showed us 45: without 

reproach showed us 50. 
11 Our hatred, 36, 38: Our hatred 45, 50. 
13-20 ""There was Nansen in the north, in the hot south Schweitzer, and the neat 

man 
To their east who ordered Gorki to be electrified; 
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There were Freud and Groddeck at their candid studies 
Of the mind and body of man. 

Nor was every author both a comforter and a liar; 
Lawrence revealed the sensations hidden by shame, 

The sense of guilt was recorded by Kafka, 
There was Proust on the self-regard. 36, 38: 
(two stanzas, cut) 45, 50. 

25 *is dealt, and 36, 38: is dealt and 45, 50. 
27 phial, 36, 38: phial 45, 50. 
30 lovers touch: 36, 38: lovers touch; 45, 50. 
31 flower, 36, 38: flower; 45, 50. 
33 *in the lion's charge. 36, 38: in a lion's charge. 45, 50. 
34 *Are They dead here? 36, 38: Are they dead here? 45, 50. 


